[Assessing diagnostic possibilities using the sensitivity of findings].
The Bayes-formula gives the possibility in ambiguous situations for diagnostic decisions to use the sensitiveness of findings for estimating the diagnostic probabilities. In such a case in differential-diagnostic questionings can be proceeded from the equal probability of the diagnoses so that the probabilities obtained by means of computation are alone based on the sensitiveness of findings and not on subjective estimations. Combinations of findings (patterns of findings) of any kind taken from positive and negative findings can be analysed. The advantage consists above all in the fact that the sensitiveness of findings may be evaluated controllable, reproducible and independent of the subjective experience. In addition to this there is a theoretical advantage that the process of the diagnostic decision becomes better understandable. Nevertheless it is to be emphasized that diagnostic decisions finally are based on subject-specific interpretations of the findings and formal criteria deliver only additional aids of decision.